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Dear Mr Jimenez-Ruiz, dear Mr Rodriguez Lozano, 

I wish to thank you for your letter of 10 March 2016. 

It is vital that we all stand united in the fight against illicit trade in tobacco products. Fighting 
cigarette smuggling is essential to protect public budgets and public health, thus making Europe a 
better place for all. 

The European Commission follows very closely the most recent developments in the European 
Parliament regarding the illicit trade in tobacco. On 25 February 2016, I participated in a well-
informed plenary debate with MEPs on the assessment of the Anti-Fraud Agreement with Philip 
Morris International (PMI Agreement). Following its adoption, the Commission is now carefully 
analysing the European Parliament's resolution of 9 March 2016 on the PMI Agreement 

I would also like to stress that there are no negotiations with PMI. The Commission has not yet 
taken a decision on the future of the PMI Agreement 

I wish to recall that already on 24 February 2016 the European Commission had published a 
technical assessment of the past implementation of the PMI Agreement. In essence, the 
assessment concludes that, even if no direct causality can be established, the PMI Agreement has 
effectively met its objective of reducing the prevalence of PMI contraband on the illicit EU tobacco 
market The effectiveness of the PMI Agreement is shown by a drop of around 85% in the volume 
of genuine PMI cigarettes seized by Member States between 2006 and 2014. At the same time the 
reduction of PMI contraband did not lead to an overall reduction of illicit products on the EU market, 
which the available data indicates to have broadly stayed stable in absolute terms and increased in 
relative terms (as the cigarette market continues to shrink) over the last years. 
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New legislation, such as the 2014 Tobacco Products Directive (TPD) and the WHO Protocol to 
Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products ('FCTC Protocol'), will in the future offer tools to better 
potice the illicit tobacco trade both in the EU and beyond. The Commission is concentrating its 
efforts on making sure that the TPD becomes effective by May 2019, as well as that the FCTC 
Protocol is ratified by at least 40 countries, so that it can fully enter into force at the earliest 
possible time in 2022. 

The Commission is of the opinion that the Agreements are in conformity with Article 5.3 of the WHO 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). The WHO FCTC Guidelines on the implementation 
of Article 5.3 FCTC contain an exemption for legally binding and enforceable agreements, such as 
the EU's tobacco agreements. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued efforts in promoting 
comprehensive tobacco control policies. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kristalina Georgieva 


